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and for the due of all those of the fellowship residing in the
town " *. More than a century later (1623) the Company,
now heavily involved in debt, repudiated the agreement
and ordered Newcastle merchants to pay the same imposi-
tions as other members 2. Strengthened by the confirmation
of its privileges in 1634, it also levied a charge of 485. for
the admission of Newcastle apprentices to the freedom ' over
and above' the original fine of 6s. 8d. 3. The Company
defended its exactions on the plea that the ancient com-
position was for wool only ; that the merchants of Newcastle
had not been charged impositions on cloth in recent years
because the Company had refrained from levying any im-
positions on members owing to the curtailment of its privi-
leges from 1618 to 1634 4 > that the composition was made
when the Newcastle trade was insignificant, but it had now
grown ' very ample *; that if Newcastle were exempted it
would draw the trade from York and Hull and London,
" which would breed a mutiny and confusion in our trade " ;
and, lastly, that the Company had incurred " a great debt
which they fell into for service done to King James " 5.
Newcastle rejoined that the composition applied to cloth as
well as to wool, and it produced a document drawn up by the
lord treasurer in 1560 testifying that ' time out of mind'
its merchants had * adventured ' cloth 6. It petitioned the
Privy Council (1637) which, gave an interim verdict in its
favour, afterwards confirmed under the Commonwealth7,
but the dispute was revived after the Restoration.
other            Another question which disturbed the relations of the
London and Newcastle companies concerned the number of
apprentices. The Newcastle merchants refused to be bound
by any restrictions on the ground that they engaged in home
trade. " Our trade is much different to yours. . . . We live
upon retailing our returns " and " keep shops which you do
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